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Who Is Like Our God: Immutability – Week 14 
 

INTRO 
In this series we have studied GOD, Himself. We’ve wrestled with the truth that He 
is unreachably high above and “other” from us. We will never comprehend Him, but 
may we stand overwhelmed by His majesty and, SHOUT from our innermost selves: 

• Psalm 113:5-6 - His glory above the heavens! Who is like YHWH our GOD, who 
is seated on high, who looks far down on the heavens and the earth? 

 
A.W. Tozer – “What comes into our minds when we think of GOD is the most 
important thing about us.” 

• The greater our study of GOD, the greater our worship will be. 
 

We can’t grow to know GOD more fully if we have misrepresentations of who 
GOD is in our minds. If we are to be right anywhere, it MUST be here. It determines 
how we think, how we speak, how we act, how we perceive ourselves and the world 
around us, and what our purpose is in life. 

• Hopefully, you’ve been forced to wrestle with your understanding of life 
during this series. Perhaps, instead of giving you a different filter through 
which you see life, it has removed filters you didn’t realize you had.  

 
We have studied the:  

• Aseity & Creativity of God 

• Omniscience of God 

• Omnipresence of God  

• Omnipotence of God  

• Sovereignty of God  

• Oneness/Trinity of God 

• Jealousy of God 

• Love of God  

 
Each attribute is inseparably connected with all the other attributes and none of 

them conflict. They are woven together to work in perfect unity because they are all 
a singular quality. That is His God-ness.  

• “God is maximally alive; He is His attributes in infinite measure.” – M. Barrett. 
 

• Holiness of God  

• Justice & Wrath of God  

• Truthfulness of God  

• Wisdom of God  

• Goodness & Grace of God  

• Incomprehensibility of God 

• Immutability of God 
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HOOK 
Our “new” couch. Finally bought a new, gray reclining couch. Within a couple of 
weeks, the kids had broken the back of it. Food, drinks, vomit, pee, sweat: the full 
spectrum of bodily fluids have offended our couch. It squeaks, moans, & it leans. 

• Everything in life fluctuates, erodes, and breaks. Everything changes.  
 

BOOK 

Psalm 103:15-18 - As for man, his days are like grass; he flourishes like a flower of 
the field; 16 for the wind passes over it, and it is gone, and its place knows it no 
more. 17 But the steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting on 
those who fear Him, and His righteousness to children's children, 18 to those who 
keep His covenant and remember to do His commandments.  

• Finite humans vs. eternal God. We come & go, BUT He is immutable.  
 

LOOK 

God is free from all change. He exists eternally without development or 
degradation. All of God’s attributes are defined by His immutability.  
 
If God is eternally perfect, change in any direction is an impossibility. If God 
changes, it is either a move away from perfection (in which He is no longer perfect), 
or toward perfection (in which case, God was not perfect before).  

• If He became less knowledgeable, He would move away from perfection. 

• If He became more knowledgeable, He was less so (imperfect) before.  
 
Time prompts change – But God is outside of time, above it. 
New knowledge leads to change – But God is omniscient.  
Movement causes change – But God is omnipresent. 
Fluctuating power causes change – But God is omnipotent. 
God is unchanging (immutable) in His character, His word, and His plans. 
 

GOD IS UNCHANGING IN HIS CHARACTER 
A.W. Pink – “God is immutable in His attributes. Whatever the attributes of God 
were before the universe was called into existence, they are precisely the same 
now, and will remain so forever. […] Semper idem (always the same) is written 
across every one of them.” 

• His unchanging character is a perfect reflection of His attributes. 
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James 1:17 – James calls God “the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation 
or shadow due to change.” 

• We should praise a God who is stable, consistent, and eternal. He doesn’t 
have mood swings, good days, or bad days. He doesn’t get hungry-angry! 

• His every attitude and emotion is perfect, righteous, good, and appropriate 
to each situation and consistent with His character. 
o He’s so different from us. 

 
Was God loving when He spoke into existence light, time, and matter in chaos?  

• Yes, and out of love He arranged order from the chaos. Out of love, He 
molded mankind like clay from the earth. And out of love He placed on us 
the divine fingerprints of His likness.  

Was God wise when He commanded Abraham to sacrifice his only beloved son?  

• Yes, and out of wisdom He gave a foreshadowing of His coming conquest of 
sin and death. Isaac carried the wood for his own sacrifice – Jesus His cross. 
Abraham spoke prophetically that God would provide a “lamb,” but for 
Isaac, it was a Ram. Jesus, the Lamb of God, would die on a hill within view 
of this location on the exact anniversary of Isaac’s salvation by substitute.  

Was God faithful when He allowed Jacob’s family to be enslaved in Egypt? 

• Yes, He promised Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob that He would give them a 
family as numerous as the stars which would be a great nation. 72 people 
journeyed to Egypt to escape a famine. 2-3 million marched out with their 
backpacks full of Egyptian wealth on the night of the Passover.  

• I could go on and on! 
 
The God of the Old Testament = God of the New Testament = God of the 2021. 
Psalm 102:25-28 –25 Of old You laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens 
are the work of Your hands. 26 They will perish, but You will remain; they will all 
wear out like a garment. You will change them like a robe, and they will pass away, 
27 but You are the same, and Your years have no end. 
 
Who is this GOD? His immutability adds one more layer to His name. 
Exodus 3:14-15 - God said to Moses, “I AM that I AM. […] This is My name forever, 
and thus I am to be remembered throughout all generations.” 
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• God’s name is a statement of existence. Unlike every other idol, “I exist.” 
From eternity past, I AM, and eternity future, I AM. And wherever you 
encounter Me (past, present, or future), I AM unchanged.  
o Psalm 103 - YHWH is from everlasting to everlasting. 

 
There can exist no other god beside Him. If YHWH is infinite, there’s no room for a 
second. Therefore, consider what the writer of Hebrews claiming when he says, 
“(13:7-9) Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” 

• It’s the bold, unflinching statement that Jesus IS the Great I AM.  
 
Highlight: Love for His People 
One immutable attribute we MUST write “semper idem” on and marinate in it is:  
God is unchanging in the objects of His love. Yes, His love is immutable, but 
consider who His unimaginable, sacrificial love is for. His people. 

• He was not an almighty tyrant and became and Almighty Father. His love for 
us is a granite rock, unmoved by our successes or failures.  

 
Psalm 100:5 – For the LORD is good; His steadfast love endures forever, and His 
faithfulness to all generations. 
Jeremiah 31:3b – I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore I have 
continued My faithfulness to you. 
 
His love for His people never changes. The preacher John Newton told the story of 
a woman who said, “Ah! Sir, the Lord must have loved me before I was born, or else 
He would not have seen anything in me to love afterwards.”  

• Because His love for you was immutable before you were born, He loved 
you before you could do anything. It was already set on you. 

• Since our “good works did not win His affection, bad works cannot sever 
that affection.” – Charles Spurgeon. 

• Doesn’t the study of His immutability give rest to our anxious hearts? 
 

GOD IS UNCHANGING IN HIS WORD 
God’s word will never be altered or fail to come to pass. With every covenant He 
makes, He always holds up His end without wavering. Every word He speaks, every 
self-revelation He gives, and every promise He makes is immutable.  
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Hebrews 6:17-18 - So when God desired to show more convincingly to the heirs of 
the promise the unchangeable character of his purpose, he guaranteed it with an 
oath, so that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we 
who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope 
set before us. 

• 1) His unchanging character; 2) His unchanging promises – His Word 
 
Matthew 24:35 – Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass 
away. 
Psalm 119:89-90, 160 – Forever, O LORD, your word is firmly fixed in the heavens. 90 
Your faithfulness endures to all generations; You have established the earth, and it 
stands fast. 160 The sum of Your word is truth, and every one of Your righteous rules 
endures forever. 
 
A.W.Tozer believed that God’s word isn’t stagnant, trapped between the covers of 
your bible. That when the writers finished writing, God voice ceased. What gives the 
written words in your bible power is that they are the reflection of His voice which is 
continuously speaking those truths.  

“The prophets habitually said, “Thus SAYS (not past tense) the LORD.” They 
meant their hearers to understand that God’s speaking is in the continuous present. 
We may use the past tense properly to indicate that at a certain time a certain word 
of God was spoken, but a word of God once spoken continues to be spoken, as a 
child once born continues to be alive…” 

• His word is immutable.  
 
His Word Is Immutable Toward Unbelievers 
His word is unchanging in His promises toward those who worship their sin over 
their just Creator.  
 
John 3:18 - Whoever believes in Him (Jesus) is not condemned, but whoever does not 
believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only 
Son of God. 

• Condemned – not a passive, static word. It means they are under the  active 
wrath of holy God. They have rebelled and “Already” means unless they 
turn, His righteous judgment has already been passed. 
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Mark 16:16 - Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not 
believe will be condemned. 

• We often do what we want hoping God will overlook His own word. But 
when we disobey, He takes His word very seriously. What He speaks about 
our sin and its consequences WILL come to pass.  

• Charles Spurgeon - “God is unchanging in His threatenings. Beware, O 
sinner, for it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.” 

• His word is immutable toward unbelievers. 
 
His Word Is Immutable Toward Believers 
All of His promises will come to pass for His people.  

1. I will give you strength. 
2. I am with you and will never leave you. 
3. I will always hear you. 
4. I will give you peace. 
5. I will lead you.  
6. I will care for your daily needs.  

a. Ps.37:25 – I’m old, but I’ve never seen the children of the righteous 
begging for bread. 

7. I will always love you. 
8. I will work everything out for the good of those who love Me. 

 
His promises for believers are unchanging even when we mess up big time.  
Malachi 3:6 – For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are 
not consumed.  

• Out of His great love, He is a God of mercy and grace.  

• Every promise is a rock we can stand on with confidence.  
 
Science, law, philosophy, secular ethics, and historical studies are all changing and 
in flux. They will never rest as being complete and settled. How beautiful to study 
His word which never changes, is always consistent, is permanent, and will not fail 
to reveal our loving Creator? Every word of God is eternal, immutable. 
 

GOD IS UNCHANGING IN HIS PLANS 
God’s will is eternal, fixed, and inevitable. All of His sovereign plans are immutable.  
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Proverbs 19:21 – Many are the plans in the mind of a man, but it is the purpose of 
the LORD that will stand. 
 
Numbers 23:19 – God is not man, that He should lie, or a son of man, that He should 
change His mind. ?Has He said, and will He not do it? Or has He spoken, and will He 
not fulfill it? 
 
Charles Spurgeon – “God is a master-mind. He arranged everything in His gigantic 
intellect long before He did it. And once having settled it, He never alters it. ‘This 
will be done,’ He says, and the iron hand of destiny marks it down, and it is brought 
to pass. ‘This is My purpose,’ and it stands, nor can earth or hell alter it.” 
 
Isaiah 46:9b-10 –I am God, and there is none like Me, declaring the end from the 
beginning and from ancient times things not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall 
stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose’… 
 
What about Jesus’ suffering and brutal execution?  
Acts 4:27-28 makes it clear all which happened with Jesus was predestined to 
happen. God planned it then carried it out by the power of His hand. 

• John 10:17-18 - I lay down my life that I may take it up again. 18 No one 
takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay 
it down, and I have authority to take it up again. 

• God’s plan for Jesus was unstoppable. 
 
What about His plans for us? 
Romans 8:28 - And we know that for those who love God all things work together for 
good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 
 
James 1:2-4 - Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 3 
for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 4 And let 
steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in 
nothing. 
 
Jeremiah 29:11 - "For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future." 

• God’s plan for us is unstoppable. 
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Questions: What is the role of prayer? Does God change His mind?  
Two examples: Jonah and Hezekiah 

1. Jonah 3 – God seems to have changed His mind. He said He’d destroy Nineveh 
and then doesn’t.  

a. Jeremiah 18:7-8 - If at any time I declare concerning a nation or a 
kingdom, that I will pluck up and break down and destroy it, 8 and if that 
nation, concerning which I have spoken, turns from its evil, I will relent of 
the disaster that I intended to do to it. 

i. God is acting consistently with His character, word, and plans. 
2. Hezekiah (2 Kings 20) – God seems to have been moved by his prayer. 

Hezekiah is sick and Isaiah is sent by the Lord to tell him to get his house in 
order because he will die from this. Hezekiah prayed and Isaiah is sent back 
with the prophecy that he will live 15 more years.  

a. 2 Kings 20:21-21:1 - And Hezekiah slept with his fathers, and Manasseh 
his son reigned in his place. 1 Manasseh was twelve years old when he 
began to reign, and he reigned fifty-five years in Jerusalem. His mother's 
name was Hephzibah. 

i. God promised the Messiah would come through the line of David. 
Hezekiah is in that lineage, so he must have a son. Notice the age of 
Manasseh when his father died. Don’t you believe God 
foreordained the birth of Manasseh? He wouldn’t have been born 
had Hezekiah died. God’s plan was ordained and set to happen 
before Isaiah stepped even into the king’s house.   

 
What is the role of prayer? Prayer is for our benefit.  

• Consider Jesus’ prayer in the garden before His betrayal. God’s plan wasn’t 
to be changed. His prayer became a submission to His sovereign plan.  

• 1 John 5:14-15 - And this is the confidence that we have toward Him, that if 
we ask anything according to His will He hears us. 15 And if we know that He 
hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we 
have asked of Him. 
o Not asking with a heart of manipulation, but submission – that’s His will.  

 
 God’s immutability gives us peace that surpasses our understanding. Because 
the Lord God Almighty is unchanging, He is trustworthy. Everything around us may 
change; He does not. This gives us security and rest in our lives.  
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Matthew 6:19-21 - Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and 
rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not 
break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

• Whole new meaning! Stop chasing what’s temporary. Spend your life 
pursuing Who’s eternal.  

 

RECAP 

• Everything in creation is in flux. God is unchanging in His character, His 
word, and His plans, and all three perfectly reflect all of His attributes.  

• In character, His love for His people is never changing even when we fail. 

• In word, all His promises and self-revelation are true and reliable. 
o They are true for the wicked and they are true for His people.  

• In plans, all He purposes to do is unstoppable. Nothing is outside of His 
sovereign will.  

• Prayer is submission not manipulation.   

• He is completely trustworthy and we can rest because He’s immutable.  
 

FURTHER INQUIRY 
Is God impassible? Does He change emotionally? Does He suffer? Is He affected by us? 

 

TOOK 
Challenge 1: What are the three things in your life you spend the most amount of 
your time on? Write them down. How much value will they have in heaven? 
Challenge 2: What are the three things in your life which will have the greatest 
value in heaven? Write them down. How can you invest in them this week? 


