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Who is Like Our GOD: Omnipotence, Sovereignty – Week 2 
 

A.W. Tozer – “What comes into our minds when we think of GOD is the most 
important thing about us.” 

• Our view of GOD shapes our words, actions, and thoughts, and purpose.  

• It was an awestruck psalmist who wrote: 
Psalm 113:2-6 - Blessed be the name of YWHW from this time forth and forever- 
more! From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of YHWH is to be praised! 
YHWH is high above all nations, and His glory above the heavens! Who is like YHWH 
our GOD, who is seated on high, who looks far down on the heavens and the earth? 
 
Last Week: The Aseity and Creativity of GOD. He is entirely self-sufficient and not 
dependent on anything as His source. All life is from Him. Therefore, we are entirely 
dependent on Him, & the life we have derives from Him.  

• Everything He creates is for His exaltation. We were created for nothing less 
and nothing else than to glorify GOD. This is our intrinsic purpose. 

 
We are studying His Omnipotence and Sovereignty. Because He is the self-

existent, all creating, all powerful God, He has the right to be in all control.  
 

The Omnipotence of GOD 
HOOK:  

• Our solar system in the galaxy = a quarter on the continent of N. America. How much care 

does someone living in Atlanta have about a quarter lost in a field in Kansas?  

• Size of Milky Way – At 186,000 mi/per/sec - 100,000 years to cross.  

• The sun is the size of 1.3 million earths, but the biggest is larger than Jupiter’s entire orbit. 

• 7 quintillion earths fit in the largest star. Illustrate: 1 mil. secs = 12 days. 1 bil. secs = 38 

yrs. 1 tril. secs = 28,000 BC. 1 quin. (18 zeros) secs = 30 mil. yrs ago.  

 

BOOK 
Isaiah 40:25-26 – “To whom then will you compare Me, that I should be like him?” 
says the Holy One. Lift up your eyes on high and see: who created these? He who 
brings out their host by number, calling them all by name; by the greatness of His 
might and because He is strong in power, not one is missing. 

• There are over 100 billion stars in our galaxy. There are at least one septillion 
stars (“1” with 24 zeros) in the universe. Yet God created and named them all. 
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LOOK 
Richard Sibbes – “How shall finite comprehend the infinite? We shall apprehend 
Him, but not comprehend Him.” 

• This doesn’t mean we can’t know God. Because of Jesus, we CAN know Him. 
But we’ll never comprehend all He is.  

 
4 Things to Know About His Omnipotence 
1. His power is infinite. 

• “OMNI” = ALL… Power - O.T. = God “Almighty,” The Possessor of ALL power.  

• His power is beyond what we can imagine. 
o Eph. 3:20 – “able to do far more abundantly than all we ask or think.” 

• He does whatever He wants.  
o Psalm 115:3 - Our God is in the heavens; He does all that He pleases. 
o Nothing is impossible. Nothing is even difficult. He never breaks a sweat. 

 
A.W. Tozer – “Since God has at His command all the power in the universe, the Lord 
God omnipotent, can do anything... All His acts are done without effort. He expends 
no energy that must need to be replenished. His self-sufficiency (aseity) makes it 
unnecessary for Him to look outside of Himself for a renewal of strength. All the 
power required to do all that He wills lies in Him in undiminished fullness.” 

• Even the tiny power WE have has been delegated to us from Him. Consider 
satan. How small his power is! Even his power is according to God’s will.  

 
2) No one can stand against His power. 

Job had a mind-blowing confrontation with GOD where GOD flexed hard on him 
and it left him speechless. Job 42:1-2 - Then Job answered the LORD and said: “I 
know that you can do all things, and that no purpose of yours can be prevented. 

• Concerning the defeat of Assyria - Isaiah 14:24-27 - The LORD of hosts has 
sworn: “As I have planned, so shall it be, and as I have purposed, so shall it 
stand” . . . This is the purpose that is purposed concerning the whole earth . . . 
who will annul it? His hand is stretched out, and who will turn it back? 

 
How many times do we try to convince God to do our will? There’s a heresy 

called the Prosperity Gospel which says, “Do these things, say these prayers, give 
this money, & if your faith gage is particularly high, then God will do what you ask.” 
That’s an attempt to manipulate God! 
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• How can we read a verse like Is. 43:11,13 - I Am YHWH . . . I work, and who can 
turn it back?” - and presume to divert GOD from His sovereign will? 

 
3) God gives His power to the weak. 
Isaiah 40:28-31 - Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the 
everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow 
weary; His understanding is unsearchable. 29 He gives power to the faint, and to 
him who has no might He increases strength.30 Even youths shall faint and be 
weary, and young men shall fall exhausted; 31 but they who wait for the LORD shall 
renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and 
not be weary; they shall walk and not faint. 

• When we come to Him in humility and submission, He exchanges our 
weakness with strength. Our surrender postures us to be used by Him. 

 
Philippians 4:13 - I can do all things through Him who gives me strength. 

• The context is Paul’s declaration there’s nothing he can’t live without because 
his strength and his satisfaction is in Jesus. “I can do all things within the will of 
God. I can do everything He calls me to do.” 

 
4) No one is too hard for God to save. 
 He can break open the hardest heart, open the blindest mind, and resurrect 
what you and I believe are lost causes.  

• Ex. Daryl at New Beginnings – Silent, angry, scary. Took him to PK.  
 
Matthew 19:24-26 - Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of 
a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” 25 When the disciples 
heard this, they were greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can be saved?” 26 But 
Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things 
are possible.” 

• Do you know who else’s salvation is impossible? Mine and yours. 
 
Ephesians 2:4-5 - But God . . . even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us 
alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved… 

• Try yelling at a corpse to stand up. It can’t hear you or respond. It’s lifeless. 
That was us. An incredible exercise of His power is to save a rebellious, 
wretched, selfish sinner like me. 
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TOOK 
Knowing God 1) is limitless, 2) that no one can stand against Him, 3) that He gives 

power to the weak, and 4) that no one is too hard for Him to save should move us 
to pray big prayers for our families, friends, enemies, governments, and the nations. 
We should be encouraged when we pray knowing every petition is before our 
omnipotent GOD.  

• Dominick prays every morning for children around the world to know Jesus.  
o Not jaded by “realism” yet. His God is still big enough. “Faith of a child…” 

 
If God is self-existent living from eternity to eternity, if He is the Creator of 

all the universe, and if He holds ALL power, then He, and He alone, has the right to 
rule ALL of His creation.  

 

The Sovereignty of God 
HOOK 
Story of Silas: He greeted me when I got home and cried at the gate when I needed 
to grab my phone out of the car. I could see why I was leaving, where I was going, 
and when I would be back. He could only understand that I was leaving him. 

• Consider the distance between God’s understanding and ours.  

• How much less can we perceive His actions or reasons? 
 

BOOK 
Isaiah 55:8-9 - For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways,” 
says the LORD. “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher 
than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts. 

• Do you find peace in this? You don’t have to understand everything, but 
there’s peace if you believe the One in charge cares about you. 

 

LOOK 
Q: Do you believe GOD is actually in charge?  

• If you say “Yes” there are implications to your belief. 
 
Psalm 103:19 - The LORD has established His throne in heaven, and His kingdom 
rules over all.  

• What does a throne represent? What does a kingdom represent?  
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Sovereignty defined - Above or superior to all others; chief; greatest; supreme in 
power rank and authority; royalty; holding the position of ruler.  

• As the omnipotent Creator, GOD has the right to rule, and His sovereignty… is 
a game-changer in how you view God.   

• This attribute is what it is to BE GOD. This is the God-ness of GOD” that He is 
presiding, ruling, and directing all the affairs of creation.  

 
“The God who is is the God who reigns. He actively presides over the entirety of His 
created order. This is the bedrock of His supreme authority and His right to exercise 
His authority. His control is absolute over the heavens, the earth, and hell itself. God 
rules over all with unhindered, unrivaled majesty. This is the chief cornerstone of all 
divine truth. The God who is… is the God who reigns.” – Steven J. Lawson 
 
Isaiah 46:9-11 - “I am God, and there is none like Me, declaring the end from the 
beginning, and from ancient times things that are not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel 
shall stand, and I will do all My pleasure,’ Calling a bird of prey from the east, the 
man who executes My counsel, from a far country. Indeed, I have spoken it; I will 
also bring it to pass. I have purposed it; I will also do it.” 

• The bird is Nebuchadnezzar whom God is sending to punish Israel for its sin. 

• This is not a god who wound up the universe like a clock and stepped back. 
 
Isn’t good to know that our GOD reigns? That HE is sovereign? That means:  

• Fate or karma or luck doesn’t reign – GOD reigns (responsive from students) 

• The government doesn’t reign – GOD reigns 

• Our circumstances don’t reign – GOD reigns 

• satan doesn’t reign – GOD reigns 

• Neither you nor I reign - GOD reigns 
 

Three Major Areas In Which We See His Sovereignty 
1) Creation 

The universe is not being run by a democracy. Everything came into being as 
an exercise of God’s sovereign will and He rules it moment by moment.  
Psalm 33:6-9 - By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, and by the breath 
of His mouth all their host. 7 He gathers the waters of the sea as a heap; He puts the 
deeps in storehouses. 8 Let all the earth fear the LORD; let all the inhabitants of the 
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world stand in awe of Him! 9 For He spoke, and it came to be; He commanded, and 
it stood firm. 

• "There are no maverick molecules in the universe.” – R.C. Sproul 
 

2) History 
We see that GOD appoints, directs, and dethrones kings, governors, and rulers.  

• Proverbs 21:1 - The king's heart is a stream of water in the hand of the LORD; 
He turns it wherever He will. 

• Psalm 33:10-12 - The LORD brings the counsel (decisions) of the nations to 
nothing; He frustrates the plans of the peoples. 11 The counsel of the LORD 
stands forever, the plans of His heart to all generations. 12 Blessed is the 
nation whose GOD is the LORD, the people whom He has chosen as his 
heritage! 

 
He is Lord of every situation, ordering and directing everything towards the end 

for which He made it, and determining every event, great or small, from the 
thoughts of kings, and the premeditated words and deeds of all men (Pr.16:1,9), to 
the seemingly random fall of the dice (Pr. 16:33). – New Bible Dictionary 

 
Not only did He create the stage of the universe, but God has written the entire 

plot, choreographed what takes place, and is directing the participants involved.  

• Prov. 16:9 - The heart of man plans his way, but the LORD directs his steps. 
o Every prophecy of the Bible is God’s declaration that He’s in control. 

Every fulfillment of prophecy is proof He’s right.  
 
Elephant in the Room: This is uncomfortable because so many atrocities have taken 
place in history. Or some really bad things might have happened to you in your life.  

• Do you believe GOD is actually in charge? Yes/No? 

• I won’t attempt to make you feel settled. I will remind you of two things:  
o Macro - We see in scripture how He works on a bigger scale than anyone 

could see. GOD used wicked people to further His purposes.  
o Micro – Some of the most compelling testimonies I’ve ever heard were 

from people who claimed the pain and suffering they experienced 
formed who they are, and they give glory to GOD, who was in control.  
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Romans 5:3-4 - We rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 
endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope. 

• GOD is more concerned with sanctifying us than making us comfortable. 

 
Romans 8:28 - We know that for those who love God all things work together for 
good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 

Isn’t it peaceful to know GOD is sovereignly in control over the macro (history) 
and the micro (your life), and He’s ordained it for His glory and your good? 

• Charles Spurgeon – “There is no attribute more comforting to His children 
than that of GOD’s sovereignty. Under the most adverse circumstances in the 
most severe trials, they believe that Sovereignty has ordained their afflictions, 
that Sovereignty overrules them, and that Sovereignty will sanctify them all.” 

 
3) Salvation (~buckle up~) 

Our sovereign GOD rules over nature and nations, over events and 
circumstances, over the righteous and the wicked. He even rules over our eternal 
destiny. Much like the paradox of the Trinity, or the God/Man-hood of Jesus, our 
salvation operates with a paradox of two truths as well.  
 

(Sidenote: What does “love” mean? “I choose you exclusively.”) 
First Truth: GOD has given us the gift of choice, so we might love and choose Him 
through obedience, repentance, and relationship. We could not love Him unless we 
had the opportunity to choose Him (that opportunity is a grace). 
 
John 3:16 – For GOD so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that 
whoever believes in Him would not die but have everlasting life.  
 
Romans 10:9-13 - If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in 
your heart that GOD raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the 
heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 
11 For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in Him will not be put to shame.” 
12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, 
bestowing his riches on all who call on Him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name 
of the Lord will be saved.” 

• GOD gave us the unparalleled gift of His self-revelation through Jesus, so we 
might experience a genuine, two-way loving relationship with Him. And He 
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gave us responsibility to choose or deny Him. There is no one going to heaven 
or hell who was not responsible for their choice.  

 
But there is a Second Truth through which God reveals His sovereignty:  

It acknowledges GOD’s absolute control of the universe including who will 
choose Him. It’s the scriptural understanding that long before a believer chose 
Jesus, GOD had already chosen them.  

 
Ephesians 1:3-6 - Blessed be the GOD and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as He 
chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
blameless before Him. In love He predestined us for adoption to Himself as 
sons/daughters through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of His will, 6 to the 
praise of His glorious grace, with which He has blessed us in the Beloved. 

• Before we were even around to have a choice, He chose us, singled us out, and 
predestined believers to be His sons and daughters.  

 
Romans 8:28 - And we know that for those who love GOD all things work together 
for good, for those who are called according to His purpose.  

• Both our responsibility to choose and His sovereign choosing are present here. 
 
Romans 8:29-30 - For those whom He foreknew He also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of His Son, in order that He might be the firstborn among 
many brothers. And those whom He predestined He also called, and those whom He 
called He also justified, and those whom He justified He also glorified. 

• “Foreknew” doesn’t mean GOD looked down the “telescope of time” to see who would or 
wouldn’t believe in Jesus, then worked backwards to predestine them. That’s “foresight” 
and would suggest GOD, who is sovereign over time and space, had to learn something.  

• The word knew/known describes the “intimate love” often used to express the 
relationship between husband and wife. Biblical “knowing” is a choosing love.  
o “those whom He ‘fore-chose’ He also predestined…” 

• The fact that GOD was in control from the beginning is found throughout 
scripture. You can find “election” in Genesis, Exodus, Deuteronomy, Psalms, 

Isaiah, Amos, John, Acts, Ephesians, Romans, 1 Peter, 1 Thessalonians, Revelation.  

• Scripture is full of the understanding that long before believers choose GOD, 
He exercised His right to rule and chose us.  
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o Further reading: Romans 9:10-24, John 10:24-30 – brace yourself. 
o You won’t be able to unsee this.  

 
Elephant in the Room: This is uncomfortable because we’re already rattled by the 
idea of hell, but the idea that GOD might have, outside of our say-so and before the 
world began, chosen our eternal destiny really bothers us.  
 
The hard question: Is God unjust, unfair, or unloving for not choosing everyone? 

• “Justice” assumes you are owed something or have earned something. 

• We come to God with empty and filthy hands.  
o What is unfair is that God calls anyone. 

• Fairness is that we all deserve hell. There are ONLY bad people on earth. There 
are bad people who get justice and bad people who get grace. GOD is not 
under obligation. It’s amazing grace He would save anyone.  

 
Ultimately, we are all advocates of predestination. We just disagree with God that 
He’s the best one to make the decision. We prefer having the choice in our hands. 
 
Doesn’t this expose our hearts? Who are we really wanting to be the God of the 
universe? Honestly, we want it to be us. 

• The higher our view of God, the lower our view of ourselves.  

• The higher our view is of Him being THE Ruler (sovereign), the lower our view is 
of us actually being in charge. 

 
God chooses where we’ll be born, who we’ll be born to, when it will be, what 

our gender will be, what events will happen in our lives molding who we are, and 
when He will call us to Himself. Like He asked Job, “where you when I decided?” Do 
we presume to judge God’s decisions? 
 
The Paradox of Two Truths 
If GOD Didn’t Give Us the Opportunity to Choose Him: 

1. We could not love Him. Without a choice, we’d be robots.  
2. Why would He command us to evangelize the world? Everyone has a choice. 

a. Good news: GOD did give us the responsibility to choose Him. So, there 
will be no one in heaven against their will nor in hell who genuinely 
wanted to follow Jesus.  
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But, If GOD Didn’t Sovereignly Elect His People: 
1. People’s salvation is based on how good we are at convincing them. No one 

can obtain saving knowledge which only GOD can give.  
a. Ex. After Peter’s statement of faith, Jesus said, “This was not revealed to 

you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven.” 
i. We can’t know Him unless He first opens our eyes to Him.  

2. No one would choose Him. We would all choose our sin and make ourselves 
our gods.  

a. Rom. 3:10-11 - None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no 
one seeks for God. All have turned aside; together they have become 
worthless; no one does good, not even one.” 

b. Jn 6:44 - No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. 
 
There is beauty in this! There is peace in this! 

• What about babies who die? The unborn? God decides. 

• What about the mentally handicap who can’t understand? God decides.  

• What about unlikely people, the evil people? God decides.  
o We were in that category! 

• What about those who have lived and died without hearing about the gospel? 
God decides! 
o Jesus can show up anywhere to anyone at any time because He’s 

sovereign – He’s GOD. 
o There are Muslims all over the world right now coming to know Jesus 

through dreams, visions, visits from angels.  
 

This understanding of God’s sovereignty should bring us to humble, God-fearing 
worship! How great is our God who can save ANYONE!  

• Paul is writing Romans 8 and 9 with the purpose of encouraging believers who 
are under incredible persecution. He’s reminding them their salvation is 
secure! From before the foundations of the world, GOD chose them and 
nothing that happens can snatch them from His hand. He was sovereign from 
the beginning. He’s sovereign today. And He’s sovereign for all eternity! 
 

Does GOD exclusively choose us? Or do we exclusively choose Him? Yes.  
The two truths of our responsibility and His predestination run parallel neither 

converging nor diverging.  
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• EX. Romans 9 – Pharoah’s heart is hardened.  
o 10x – He hardened his own heart. 10x – God hardened his heart. 

 
These don’t converge where we can fully make sense of them, and they don’t 

diverge where we can dismiss one of them as being untrue. GOD has chosen 
exclusively whom He would save AND anyone can choose to be His.  

 
We live in the tension between the two truths declaring, “Oh GOD, You 

alone are GOD. Your thoughts are higher than my thoughts, and your ways are 
higher than my ways.” Isaiah 55:8-9 

• Someone once asked Charles Spurgeon to reconcile the opposing views of 
responsibility and predestination. He responded, “I never have to reconcile 
friends. Divine sovereignty and human responsibility have never had a falling 
out with each other. I do not need to reconcile what GOD has joined together.” 

• In our minds they seem to oppose each other. To God, they work together.  
 
Remember Silas? How much farther is God above us? 

• Augustine - “If you can comprehend it, it cannot be GOD.” 
 
EX. Before Copernicus, in every way that man could see and feel, his senses told him 
the sun, moon, and stars revolved around the earth. This is like what we imagine to 
be our free will. In every way we can test, our world revolves around our decisions. 
But, like Copernicus studying star patterns and learning we are inevitably carried on 
earth around the sun, we study scripture to learn God’s sovereign will, undetectable 
to our senses, carries us along with His purposes.   
 
So, what do we have control of? Nothing.  
But we can ask the question, “What has GOD given to us to steward?” 

• While being in complete control, He has given us authority over where we place 
our love. Will we choose/love GOD? Will we choose/love those around us? 

• To say, “Yes” to these questions is stewardship. We call it “faithfulness”. 
 
Story: On a plane headed for Tucson, AZ all the passengers were headed home. A man sat next 

a little boy reading a book. It was obvious at take-off there was a storm coming, and when the 

plane encountered turbulence, the man got anxious. Every time the plane would shake, the man 

would grab his seat and close his eyes. The boy would look out the window and go back to his 
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reading. Several times, the plane lost altitude and with the sudden drop, the man hollered and 

grabbed the seat tighter. The man couldn’t help noticing that while he yelped or slurped, the 

boy was cool and unbothered even glancing at him with a smile. Finally, the plan landed on the 

runway. The threat was over, and they were safe. The man finally addressed the boy and asked, 

“How could you be so at peace when everything was going crazy?” The boy leaned over his lap 

and pointed down the aisle to the cockpit. “See the pilot? He’s my daddy.”  
• Do you believe GOD is actually in charge? Yes/No? 

• Our trust translates into peace: In those times when we realize we aren’t in 
control, knowing that the Person who is in control is good, has ALL power, and 
cares about us should give us comfort.  

 
Psalm 113:2-6 - Blessed be the name of YWHW from this time forth and forever- 
more! From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of YHWH is to be praised! 
YHWH is high above all nations, and His glory above the heavens! Who is like YHWH 
our GOD, who is seated on high, who looks far down on the heavens and the earth? 

 
RECAP 

• GOD is bigger than comprehension but gives us the opportunity to know Him. 

• He has ALL power within Himself and no one can stand against His will.  

• He empowers the humble and the weak. 

• One of His greatest exercises of power is saving the hopeless. 

• GOD is sovereign reigning over all creation, history, and our eternal destinies. 

• There is a paradox in salvation: GOD elects who His children are, AND all 
people have the responsibility to choose Him by faith through Jesus. 

• All things will be worked together for His glory & our good by a JUST & LOVING 
GOD. This gives us the highest reason for peace and praise.  

 

TOOK 
Challenge 1: Pray big prayers. Pray them often. Submit to His will.  
Challenge 2: Look up “Sovereign” by Chris Tomlin and make that your theme music. 
Challenge 3: Study Further reading: Romans 9:10-24, John 10:24-30 and ask: 

• Is God a God of grace? 

• Is God a God of wrath? 

• Does He have the right to display both with people? 

• Does this reveal the attributes of God’s love/justice, mercy/holiness? 
 


