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The Doctrine of Jesus: Bricks and Mortar – Week 5 

 

INTRO 
What is scripture? God’s necessary, clear, sufficient, authoritative, and beautiful 
self-revelation. 
Who is God? GOD is the eternal, triune, holy, sovereign Creator of all that is, seen 
and unseen, and the source of life. 
Who is man? Creations of God made to glorify Him. We corrupted ourselves with sin 
but are given the opportunity to be justified by the sacrifice of Jesus.  
Who is Jesus?  
 

BOOK 
Psalm 2:7-8 – I will tell of the decree: The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I 
have begotten you. Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the 
ends of the earth your possession.” 
 

HOOK  
Illustration: Hansel and Gretel are known for following breadcrumbs home. This isn’t how 

the story goes. When they first tried this crumbly life-hack, birds ate up the crumbs, so they 
changed their strategy. Instead, they used white rocks from their garden. They could follow 

them home in the dark since they reflected the moonlight, and they weren’t eaten by birds.  

• To understand WHO Jesus is, we must first acknowledge that it’s dark. But, 
God provided a path in the dark for those who desired to know Him. These 
glowing stones are His prophecies throughout scripture, and their trail leads to 
a specific destination – Himself.  

 

LOOK 
JESUS IS GOD’S SON 

The situation has mortally changed for mankind. Sin has entered God’s more 
important creation – mankind. The primordial tempter, along with man’s choice to 
rebel, has tipped the first domino. In only one generation, sin will manifested as 
murder: One image bearer of the divine depriving an innocent image bearer of the 
divine of life, the first death – consequence of sin – becomes a graphic reality. 
Within a few chapters (6:5), God will recognize that mankind is totally corrupt and 
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every thought of their hearts is evil. But God gave Eve, Adam, and thereby all their 
descendants a promise. Our first stone is in the curse of the tempter. 
Genesis 3:15 – I will put enmity (deep hatred and conflict) between you and the 
woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, 
and you shall bruise his heel.” 

• A savior is coming who will defeat the evil brought into God’s creation. 

• That Savior will achieve a lethal blow to the tempter, but not before receiving 
a less than lethal blow to Himself. 

 
Gen. 4:25-26 – Adam’s offspring who will carry the promise will come through Seth. 
Gen. 9:26 – The blessing went to Shem of Noah’s three sons. 
Gen. 12:1-3 – He’ll have a worldwide impact – not just on Abraham’s family. 
Gen. 49:8-10 – He’ll be a king from the tribe of Judah. 
Deut. 18:18-19 – He’ll also fill the same roles as Moses. He’ll be a Rescuer (from 
bondage to the tempter), a King (with worldwide dominion), a Priest (being the 
mediator between God and His people), a Judge (executing justice), and a Prophet 
(speaking directly from God).  
 
Psalm 2:7-8 – I will tell of the decree: The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I 
have begotten you. Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the 
ends of the earth your possession.” 

• Two layers: Looks toward David, but beyond him. 

• Then, through Nathan the prophet, God spoke to David about a coming “son.” 
 
2 Samuel 7:12b-14a – I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from 
your body, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, and I 
will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be to him a father, and he shall 
be to me a son. 

• Two layers: Looks toward Solomon, but beyond Him. The Jews began looking 
for a coming Messiah – anointed one of God. 

• This coming worldwide King from the tribe of Judah, will rescue God’s people, 
defeat the tempter, be a descendant of David, be called God’s Son, and have 
an eternal kingdom. 
o This is a hint, that He will be more than a mere man. 
o He’ll be born to a woman in an impossible way = more than a man. 
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Isaiah 7:14 – Therefore the LORD himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 

• The “son” will be a sign from YHWH Himself, but be called “God is with us.” 

• Sent from God, is God’s presence, born from a human woman. 

• Isaiah gives more description. 
 
Isaiah 9:6-7 – For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall 
be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and of 
peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish 
it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and 
forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

• We receive confirmations of His royal standing, descent from David, and 
eternal reign. Eternal reign suggests God-like eternal life and sovereignty. 

• The titles of this coming “son” of a human woman are titles which can only 
apply to GOD, Himself. 

• God spoke through Daniel to make concrete the prophecy that the Messiah 
would be truly human and truly divine. 

 
Daniel 7:13-14 – I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven 
there came one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was 
presented before him. And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, 
that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an 
everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not 
be destroyed.  

• Confirmation of royal, worldwide, eternal dominion, along with total approval 
of YHWH, yet He’s called the “Son of Man.” He’s the Son of God and the Son of 
Man. How can this be? 

 
Matthew 1:20b-23 - …an angel of the Lord appeared to him (Joseph) in a dream, 
saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his 
name Jesus (YWHW saves), for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took 
place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (God with us). 
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• Born of a virgin woman, but of the Holy Spirit. He’ll be a Son of God and a Son 
of Man. He will be the one who will defeat the tempter and save His people 
from their sins – but not without being struck. 

 
The N.T. writers, the apostles, were confronted with the fact that they had 

personally known Jesus who claimed to be God’s Son. They saw Him do miracles 
which only God can do, fulfill the O.T. prophecies that God promised to fulfill, then 
raise Himself from the grave, which only God can accomplish. They had to wrestle 
with questions like: 

• What does it mean that He’s the son of God? 

• Does that make Him equal with God? 

• Has He always existed like God? 

• Are there two gods? 
 

By the power of the Holy Spirit, their minds were opened to understanding the 
scriptures and they explained to anyone who would listen that Jesus was God’s Son. 
Here are a few things which we overlook. 

• God walked with Adam and Eve. 

• The reoccurring “Angel of the LORD” who acted in God-like authority, spoke to 
YHWH, was called YHWH, and was sent by Him. This Angel seemed both 
distinct from YHWH but also unified with Him. 

• The 4th Man in the fire with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

• And the many Messianic prophecies where the coming One would do God-like 
works, live eternally, reign over all the world, and defeat evil.  

 
And after knowing Jesus, seeing His miracles, watching His death, encountering 
Him after His resurrection, and searching the scriptures, they wrote of Him: 
John 1:1 – In the beginning was the Word (speaking of Jesus), and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. 
Colossians 1:15 – He (Jesus) is the image of the invisible God…. He is before all 
things, and in Him all thigs consist.  
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Matthew 16:15-17 – He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter 
replied, “You are the Christ (Messiah), the Son of the living God.” And Jesus 
answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not 
revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 
 
Galatians 4:4-7 - But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, 
born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so 
that we might receive adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent the 
Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave, 
but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 

• But when we realize WHO Jesus is, it gives us a glimpse of His love. 
 
Illustration: This is Exactly How Far People are Willing to Travel for Love 

If you're a romantic, you'd probably say that you're willing to go any distance 
in your search for "the one." But, in the age of online dating, it seems that the 
number of miles a singleton is willing to travel in order to meet a potential partner 
is on the decline. 

Moving company Hire a Helper recently polled more than 1,000 people of 
various ages via an online survey and found that around two-thirds (62 percent) of 
online daters set their radius for matches at 30 miles or less. Millennials were more 
likely to set an even smaller radius, with about half (49 percent) only considering 
matches within 20 miles or less. Thirty-five percent of respondents said they 
wouldn't be willing to venture outside of their city in their search for love, 28.5 
percent said their match would have to be within their state's borders, and only a 
paltry nine percent said they wouldn't consider distance at all. – bestlifeonline.com 
 
Philippians 2:3-4 - Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count 
others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own 
interests, but also to the interests of others. 

• Walk humbly and count others has being more important than yourself. 

• Look at who Paul used as the paramount example of this.  
 
Philippians 2:4-8 - Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the 
interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 
who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to 
be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the 
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likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 

• If God, Himself, stepped out of heaven to become flesh, a servant, and even 
died for sinners, how much more should we humble ourselves to treat others 
with greater honor than ourselves? 
o This is the GOD we serve! May we serve Him by emulating Him. 

 

WHO/WHAT JESUS IS NOT 
Docetism (“to seem”) - Held by Gnostics who believe all matter is evil, Docetism 
taught that Jesus Christ is a purely divine being who only had the “appearance” of 
being human. He only appeared to suffer on the cross. Jesus was a ghost pretending 
to be human. 
 
Ebionitism taught that while Jesus was endowed with miraculous powers which 
distinguished him from other humans, He was a purely human figure. 
 
Adoptionism taught that Jesus was born totally human and only later was 
“adopted” by God in a special way and given divinity. Some versions taught that 
Jesus’ divinity came on him at baptism and abandoned him upon the cross. God 
makes him into a god. 
 
Arianism – Jesus was a created being of the Father. He was God’s first creation. 
Therefore, Jesus is not coeternal or coequal. Jesus created the universe and visited 
earth since the Father was too pure and holy to do so. The Son is inferior to the 
Father since He is a creature. 
 
 

JESUS’ PURPOSE – Why did God, as Jesus, come to earth and die? 
1. To give God glory. 

Philippians 2:8-11 - And being found in human form, he humbled himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has 
highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that 
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. 
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2. To establish God’s kingdom. 
Matthew 16:15-19 - He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter 
replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, 
“Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, 
but my Father who is in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. I will give you the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”  
 

3. Our salvation out of His great love. 
John 3:13-16 - No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from 
heaven, the Son of Man. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. 
 
ALL THREE 
John 17:1-5 - When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, 
and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, 
since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you 
have given him. And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the 
work that you gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with 
the glory that I had with you before the world existed. 

1. Glorifying the Father 
2. Kingly authority 
3. Salvation  

a. Bonus – Jesus speaks of His existence and being coequal in glory with the 
Father before the world existed. 

 

FURTHER INQUIRY on the Trinity 
Appropriation and Mutual Interpermeation  

 

TOOK 
Illustration: 1917 – Soldiers go incredible distances to deliver a letter which will save 
the lives of thousands.  
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• How much further did Jesus go? What suffering did He endure that He left the 
glory of heaven to endure bodily torture, but far greater, the wrath of God on 
our behalf? 

 

RECAP  
• Who is Jesus? Jesus is God. He is the second member of the Trinity. He is God’s 

Son, co-equal and co-creator with the Father, and through Him we have 
salvation. 

• Why did He come? To give glory to God, to establish the kingdom of heaven, 
and as a rescue mission for us to defeat sin, death, and the tempter and give 
us eternal life.  

• How do we as mere humans respond to such love? We count others as more 
significant than ourselves and are more concerned with their best interests 
than our own. 

 
Illustration: A Brother’s Sacrifice 

An eight-year-old boy had a younger sister who was dying of leukemia, and he was told 

that without a blood transfusion she would die. His parents explained to him that his blood was 

probably compatible with hers, and if so, he could be the blood donor. They asked him if they 

could test his blood. He said sure. So they did and it was a good match. Then they asked if he 

would give his sister a pint of blood, that it could be her only chance of living. He said he would 

have to think about it overnight. 

The next day he went to his parents and said he was willing to donate the blood. So they 

took him to the hospital where he was put on a gurney beside his six-year-old sister. Both of 

them were hooked up to IVs. A nurse withdrew a pint of blood from the boy, which was then 

put in the girl’s IV. The boy lay on his gurney in silence while the blood dripped into his sister, 

until the doctor came over to see how he was doing. Then the boy opened his eyes and asked, 

“How soon until I start to die?” - Ann Lammott, Bird by Bird: Some Instructions on Writing and 

Life 

 
~ Soli DEO Gloria 


